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man, who In return for a small sum cf money, was willing
to swear to anything.
An article appeared in the St. James's Chronicle, saung
that the ladies who had the right to consider themselves in-
sulted by the talkative parrot at the Exchange must be either
very poor or very friendless, as no one had come forward
to buy the impertinent creature. It added 'Whoever trained
the parrot, did so, no doubt, with a view to revenge; it is in
excellent taste, and he deserves to be an Englishman.'
I asked Edgar why he did not buy the little scandal-
monger, and he said it was because the bird was the delight
of all who were acquainted with the lady. From which I
inferred that he had come off no better than I with her. At
last Lord Grosvenor bought the bird for fifty guineas to
please Miss Charpillon.
I never spoke to the girl again. I saw her several times
afterwards, but always with complete indifference.
My affairs at this time were in a serious state. I had spent
in one month all the money I had received by the sale of
my jewels, and I was four hundred guineas in debt. I sold
my diamond cross, six or seven gold snuff-boxes, all my
watches except one, and two big trunks full of clothes,
When I had paid my housekeeping bills, I had eighty
pounds left over; all that remained of a fine fortune which
I had dissipated like a fool, or like a sage, or a mixture
of both.
I left the beautiful house in which I had led such a merry
life, and took a humble lodging at a guinea a week, attended
only by my negro, whom I believed to be faithful. I then
wrote to M. de Bragadin, asking him to remit me two
hundred sequins. I was sure of getting money from Venice,
for I had not drawn any for over five years, and I waited
calmly. About a fortnight after the departure of the Han-*
overians, and towards the end of February, I went to dine
at the 'Canon' tavern, as I often did. Just as I was sitting
down to table, the Baron von Stenau came in, and beggerf
me to join him and his mistress in the -adjoining room. SB?